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March 17, 1978 L

Ixr. Glen lcDougal
Yuba Cocunty Asscssor
213 Fifth Stxeet
Harysville, CiA  959C1

Dear Mr. HcDougals

Applicability of 18 California
Adiinistrative Code 391-3206

Your inquiry of !arch 13, 1978, raguested an ozinion
as to wihetiner your County toard of Surparvisors, gitting as a
board ©f equalization, is sunjact t¢ the provisions of tue
California administrative Code. '

Our resoonse is in the affirmative. California
Governnent Codw, saction 15606, provicdes in pertinent part:

Tha State Board of Zaualizatica zhall:

(c) ¥rescribe rules and regulaticns to
govern local boards of egualizaticn wien
equalizing, and assessors when assessing. -

The statuts is clcar and unambiguous on its faca and its eficct
is further suprortad by the enforcenent provisicns of subsaection
(h). : : '

There is but one excepticn to this rrovision and that
is found in Califoraia Censtitution, Article XIII, section 135,
paragrapa 3, waeredin tiis 5Suervisors are enpowerad to adont
rules of notice and procodurcs for assessment avreals hoards
if tha Supervisors have chosen not to sit as a board of eguali-~
zation. .iowaver, even under this option applicable counties
have adopted the SBE rules wita minoxr modification as to .
technical matters,

Yeu further .uestion the propriety of rescheduling
a Learing for an asclicant who failed to apuear at tue tise and
Place in accord witn formal notica. Rule 313, Hoearing Frococdure,
contalns tha controlling provision:
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(a)«..If the notice nas keen given and
peithor the eprlicant nor ais agent is
present, tue avilication shall be desied

for laci of arwearance, or, zfor Goeel couse
Of waich tie rboard is tirely infor- s, tac
board may pectpone the hearing.... (Lsphasis

The latter underlined sections are proparly subject to inter-
pretation by the local board bhut as in all tax natters, the
interrretation siculd Le strict but rsasonable.- In our view

toe failure of an azplicant's secretary to rexind hin of the |
hearing tire doe3 not constitute good cauca and if that is the
agplicant's sole ground for uis failure to appcar, the avplication
should properly Le denied. : : )

Very truly rours,

J. J. Delaney
Chief Counsal
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Mr. James Relichle
Peputy County Counsel

Mr. Jack F. Eisenlauer (Alan Flory)
Legal Section



